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1. INTROUCTICH

The following report is the US submission for a gpecial sanex
on the purposes and techniques of Sino-Soviet Bloc clandestine
subversive activities in public infermation media, graparedl.;g; jha

i 3 N
Based upon admittedly fragmentary ieformatiom,” fepresents a
tentative rather than an suthoritative analysis of a still obsowrs
subject, The operations discussed in this paper must be corsidered
ea a estrategically significant complemant to the three other baaic
propaganda programs of the International Comrmunist Movement:

(1) The conventional overt propapanda and publie
information opsrationg of Sovirt Bloc governments.

(2) The prapa}rands operations, both overt and
elandestino, cenducted by individual Comamist parties
in the £roe Werld. :

(3) The overdt propeganda operations, at both the :
international and national lewvcl, conducted by the .
prinary Ziternational Communist frent organizations and
their naticnal affillates, '

/J/:-Mtf‘ The pager ireata iho follouing main topics:

{1) Objlectives of Soviet Bloc
t:1-mdestine subversive aetivitles.

(2) Techniques employed for pgalning
covert access, influence, and control of
nublie information medis,

(3) Exploitation of clandestinel,
controlled oress assets, :
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1. Cowandat Mresidon wnd Ceordlamtion of Schvereive
£1) mﬁﬁgﬁﬁmam I¥ormatlon B de

8ince W propapanda tesks carsied eut thucugh these opergtions e
esgentially of a diceptive charactar, consistoncy between the themes :
and arguments cawoloyod therein and the themes and arprments &rployed
by avownd or rescrmizable Comammist-eantrolled vehicles is not
#ssential, Problms of coordinatiom, Such a8 those which arise in the
prepacands eampaigne of ficrt organi:atim)w therefarey minimized,
They are not, however, eliminated completely, since in many instances,
particularly in the Afro-Asisn and Yatin Anerica sreas, the
clandestine effort is intended to pave the way for front campaipns,

or to suprlemnt them, Uhere the eharsoter of s clandestine campalien
is in fact affected by the desire to conform to the themes and lines
used by front organiszations, there may be important contradietioms
between it and the peneral policy of the oorresponding Commmist party,
which can lead to eonflicts and disagracments, In general -we-believe—
that the sacurity standards inmposed by Soviet Dicc governpents on

wAay such operations are so demanding that even the majority of the -
leadership of the loeal Party is likely to be unaware of the existencs
mnd specific objoctives of the opersticns, Conwventional security
service operations against the local Compumist movement are, therofore,
not likaly to uncover tha more sensitive of such tperaticns,

2, Relevance of Clandestine Subvarsive ations to Securit

 The creation and development of clandestine assets in the public
infermation field has been undoubtedly a mjor precccupation of the
Comminigt parties of the treaty aree for msny years, since {a) they
have operated under conditions of 1llepality for protracted periods,
and (b) mch of their recruitamnt work has been concentrated upen the

intellectual groups from which local jourmalists and writers have
originated, The adeption by the USSR and other Soviet Flce governmenta

- aince late 1954 of the general strategy of supporting and exploiting

Arab nationalism —» @ strategy which they had previously tried betweem
19hh and 1947, and again in 1950-51, has made it both feasible and
desirable for Soviet Eloc representstives o (a) acquire control of
certain pereons originally developed by local Commmist partiss, and
{b) dsvelop, and recruit directly, other individnals to whem the local
Commmist parties have little or no 80CESS, .

At the sane time, the absence of a deeply rooted treditim of
respongible free journalism in many parts of the treaty area ia likely
to Increase the suscsptibility and vulnerability of public information

Lmedia to clandestine subversion by the Sovist Eloc,
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17, I6B COGIUTIVES OF SILO-SOVIET BLAC CLANISYINE SURVRSSIVE ACTIVITLA
W RELTE BOVE WO BB, T T )
Covert cubvarsive asctivity by Scviet Ploo agents in publis
inforcation modie, a8 distinguished from beth conventional sctivity in
tha propegandm £961d and propapandn setivity crgmised and directed by
rational Commmnist parties, has teen employed for the following purpoassd:

L. Ip sumort, acjtational, capraiems by

a. providing ostensidly ipdepencdent and "unbiaacd®
confirmation for accusations snd morpossful editerial
interprotations of oventa being propagated by avowed
Soviat Bloc and CP outlets;

b, providing in the public dowain, the initinl

plavy or report upon shich a goneral propagands
esppaign can be baned; ‘

c. supplerenting from apparently unbiased sources
a goneral Commnist propagands ssmpaign with material -
designed{ 4o /Bither) induce spacific reactions from anti-
Camrmuniat, ultrSphationalist groups, to discredit such
goups, or to increass the sugeeptidility of tarpet
pational groups, particularly in the political centerg,
and left,to the general Cemmmist calls for acticn in

a specif{c ‘campaign 3 :

. inducing,in antieipation of & plamned Soviet Blos/
Commonist agitational campaign, prior action and statements
of poliey by target groups svhich would refuss to act or
would set cauticusly on a subject if they were awsre of
the existence of an i1dentifiable Commnist campalgn cn
tho gpecified thems.

2, To provide cover and support for covert political action
operations divected toward the mamipulation ef ul nationalist,
ultréyeactionery, and other extremist groups and individuals,
not otherwise susceptibles to Commumist manipulation,

3., To provide cover and chanmels for tha purposeful and
carefully timsd irsertion into intellipence chenmnelg, apd
governmental eircles of distorte “fabricatea,\;cr,\m 2 —
information ¢of a rrevocative, divisive, o deceptive charceter
likely to affect natioiaml policy decisiona in a mamner favorable
to long-ranges Soviet objectivesn, - : )

Promotion of Cormunism a3 an ideology has not been an essential
factor in the operations discussed below, The cvjeciive in every case hes
been to promote Bloe pnolicy lines of the moment, and to compremise,
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dlacredis, ard ult{zately destroy the fvatents, ergicisstions md

: , hblm&ummdw*&mm»m
in the srea concorned. In some inntances, howoves, particularly (n Us
Afro-Agirn aves, the covept operation hast $n fact provided {ndireet
supvort for the propagation of the Comnmist {dealogy,

IIT. TRONICUES BPLOTED BLOC GOVERNMEN'TS FOR GAINING COVER®
NH OVI'R OR 0K OF BUBL YO

GOESS 1% =R CE Tl OR iy I8 i

N GATION MEOTA
1. Direct sctivities of Savict Bloe effietsl reprosentatives
abroad WG neemmTet P - eprosontatives

e. Nevepapers and perindicsls.

Publication of Sino~8oviet Hloo propassnda material,
4n the Free World ia frequently anzured through cash or
-equipment svbsidies to newspapers which have no comnection
with the local Commumist Farties op Coomunist~front
organieations, The subsidiea aye frequently granted to
publications which accept the assistemnce because of their
oun financial difficulties rather than bocause of any
particular sympathy with Gommmism or the Comramnist
countries, It ix o techmique which is 3in particularly
@otive use at this time in the ecountries of Southeast
Apiz and the Middle Ezst, The subsidies are given in
varions forma;

Direct finsmcial payrent, made 4n cash snd with
no demand for rece *5%%; Press Sections of Soviet
Erbasaies in the Middle Egst and by both Soviet and
Chinese Commumnist Pwbassies 4n Squtheast Asja. In aoms
¢ases, payment to a given publication is mads in a :
lupp sun, atmtervalaoftmurthreemtha,rer
propaganda articles published during the period
concerned, In ons case, in a Middle Eastern country,

& non-Conmmist (and non-fallow~travelling) newspaper
wiich wag in serions finamoial diffioulty was :
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“f
' Contract » In some gress w;m' 8
have been apke on contrect wm:- the lmpg

Sovist Bubassy, with paymnt of & fixed s st
rontlly er b Whly intervals in yetyrn for ™
pblication of cne-balf pege & day of "asw® articles
supnlisd by the Eebassy. In these cases also, it
waa vith the Press Section of the Endassy that the
arragonent was made, @

e e £ i o
spenizl newvs ; . peractice 35 widesproad
in certain areas of the ¥iddle Bast end has been
reported from apo Latin Anericmn covntry, The nows
supplemonts ooncerned % In the overt-propaganda :
catepory, issusd in comection with special cvents

~8uch a5 the annual Sovist celedaation of the Ootober
Revolution, Soviet trade exhidits held in the '
Yocality concerned, May Day ebscrvances, and so forth,

Paymant at advortis rtbu for publi&ation of
"nevs a%ea,“ fMﬁm'md editorials

supplied by the local Soviet Bmbassy,
. $ - D

S %’ or paying the cost of engraving blocks
- ‘ for pa s1p 3d Oy the Soviets i [he routine

Tor Southeast Asia and the Hiddla Eest, In a recent
inatance in Southeast Asia, the neuspaper concerned was
net in its contry's capital, and the assistance was
given by the local Consulate of Cormmnist China,

W vithout cost or at a sales prica
swhich iB 80 low as apount to & subsidy. In particularly
active use in the Middle East; Supply of newsprint and
engraving blecks seems to be & very common form of subsidy,

' ' Cuarentead ggahaao of & gertain number of <=,ggiel 8 of
S ‘tha ca*or;g an esas ) ors ol 8ubsicya

The use of saveral of the above forms of subsidy for
& single publication has beem noted in several instances,
butuseofonlymnorhmofthutwmygim :
publication #eems to bo the more common’ practice.

SRR
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_ e method of trexisei-n of the propagndn
lexte o mibsidized neurpepere 15 adapted to local
srd probably to individual etyomstancec, In the
eases in which the Sovigt bas eanirastad
with an editor fer publicaticn o a daily half
a!satm;l,ﬂnmmbmmtmuﬂa xail
~ each day. In other casgs, sditars have been told
that 4f they prefer not to take the wisk of wecaiving
texts and engraving tlogks they osn acespt cash
subsidies and copy their materisl from certain other
newspapers in the same gonera) ares,

‘ m:z&mgguwbywﬁa Foviete o Ton moamonls
o2y usa , e 888 eoxmonly
by the Chinese Commmists is financing of press
subsidies with loeal currency aoquired through local
sale of Blec-prodiced machingry, cars, newsprint, amnd

b,  Nauws Asmciua :

Lot iy mid;n: A Seons Ly the
paymen a monthl 8 news ggency

loral Boviet Febassy, The purposs of the subsidy is
to inmoe the inclusion of ¥ASS mnterial in the daily
press bulletin issued by the vews egency,

2, Individual Journalists,

- In addition to the prastice of subeidising publications and news
egencies, raports from Latin Amorica snd the Middle East indicate that
covert employment of local journalists by Soviet prens reprasentatives
is also commonly used, In seme cases, this has taken the form of .
Imp-sum payuent by the 8 Information Section of a Soviet Embasay, N
at regular quarterly or bix thly intervels, for articles the jowrmalist
has written and placed in local publicatims during the periocd covered,
In others, local journalists have been emiloyed for writing and placing
specific articles on assignatad spbjests, An dnstance of this type
occurrad in Caire about three years ago, when a misinformation article
(in this casa, a false news story concerning alleged activitiss of the
VoS, Covernnent in another part of the world) eppeared in a Caire
newspapar, The article was #raced to 4ita source -- a local Journaldst

- who claimed that he had been paid by the Ceiro reprezentative of TASS
for writing and placing the mrticla, Instances of subsidiss or

. Singleearticle payments to local jowmalists have also been reported
from Latin Amcriea, ‘ : , o

- Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R001000360005-6



Approved FOI‘ Release : C|AW0915R0€:|000360005-6

’?-

3+ . Apzumption of drect: Wﬁx
. meubars in ths pubiis informa ,

Using technigues slready well deseribed in comnection with such
axposnd Soviet intclligence operations ss the Borge case, the Jacob Golos
‘case in the Uni’ed Statea, and the operstims of the KOB in Australla
{see Roysl Cormieoion report), Scviet afficlal representatives, working
through trusted contacts in key Farty positions (e.g., cadre comuission,
control commissien,-Organization Furean, Party sscretariat, eto.) have
wade direct clandestine contact with established Farty membera in the
public informidon field in arder to suppert and direet them in
slandeatine eubversive sctivity, Such perscns ere ordinarily required
to sever ail contarct with the Farty, and may even be "expelled® from
the Party in arder t¢ concoal o 2t least obacure their eontiming
collaboration with the Cosmunist govement,

L. FExploitation of writers® clubs end "study oluba®

A device vhich has been reported from Latin America and from the
Miadle East 13 the establishment of writers' clubs or "study clube® whose
membera are professional writers, journalists, and research workers, The
clubs are used as a moans of directing and coordinating the work of their
members in (a) preparing and finding non-Communist cutleta for articles
and speochos rromoting the Sovietybloc propaganda line, particularly
in its pro-nationalist and anti-imperialist or anti-West aspecis; md
(b) vlacing members in key positions in the press and radio outlets in
the country concerned. ' P A :

— An crganisation of this type is the SYRIAN LEAGUE OF ARAB WRITERS,
//consiatmg of Commnist Party members, Commmist sympathizers and .

) ltrirnationalists, According to & repert received from a reliable
sourcs in the first quarter of 1958, this group ®has perfamed yeonmn
work for the Soviet cmuae,... The achisvements of tho League are
wnderscorad by examplea of the influence soms of its yrominent pembers
exere. Muwahih Kayyeli, s founder of the Lesgue, for soms time has
written a weokly anti-est colum for the Syrian Army weekly magasine,
al-Jindi, The mapasine has the largest airculatim of any publicaticn
In the country. In late 1957 Said Qudmand became coveditor of the
onca pro-vest Damascus dsily &l , and has succeeded in changing
the poliey of the papor to pro-aviel, Massib Al-Ikhtyar, enother

/member of the group, is supmrvisor of news and editorial ocutput on

SRR Radio Demascus, shich for over s year has been, . o more and more

o openly pro-Soviet and anti-U.,8.% o .

: Another exaupla 1a 3 “gtudy clnb? in Latin America whioh

nronzi 2ts of an elite syoup of anti-drerican, nro-doviet intellectusls
who attornt to influence public opdnion against the United States -

and in favor of the Scviot Bloe through their lecturss and publieations,
Soveral =f the indiv ®ial merbars are sufficlently prowdosnt in thelr
ragpective =rolesniconsl fleida ‘politios, esonomics, banking, ete.)

f W ) i —
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that i‘heix- sotivities in writ
_and researoh studiea, and in ﬁﬁmﬁwm,phwd

St 13 4 S o reniing m e e S
tountry concemed ad of » N{’m pnmg:n’:e °m§ the

questinns to the local authordties prined agentf himae
not, so far as known, a member of ;.hané:a-miatp;l ' 18
sympathies are frankly pro-Commmist, - » tut bia

ete, 8 hsavily C ~Comzmnist member
ogmsunt 8%

The club maintaing smaly local brm.:g ﬁo various o vinod ’

centers, which are ysed ans centers of Mtﬁiﬁﬁg and

targeted primarily
5. Use of amatriasts Comrami
. , a st ggg_ﬂn @
o mni‘_g___iawga COTreENON or :ta m:rgj::;;m

Thore is a rather substantial orpa cmmist. urnali
;aremem vdsvelﬂp an an mtmatiomlcrathu’“thm a localgolnv 0%
whé ‘ggen these individuals ayre expatriates {voluntary otherg
ho : ::drcmign corrospondents for publications in g i page)
trie othar arean. Others retain residence in thef:r og:b bl

correspondenta for nen-Cermmist, paby
TEVLTRENAN licatimes
but dn mef tﬁ:;‘:sﬁgga a8 Professignal m-cmmmmi ,:&mphr:égguﬁ
§ -t 3 Y § m m i "y
their emloyment 15 Limited to publioasong ol Mitng that
Blee propepanda vehielss. ich are themselves

= .
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6. - Use of books, s:thors, spd oublishing houses.

In sddition to the vist quantitics of overt propaganda literature
published within the Commun’st Bloc ani transmitfed direet from thers
to individual or moas targets, thore are numerous publishing and
distribution pointa ocutside the Elos vhich handle hoth attributable
md non-attributable propaganda, In many cases, Blce propaganda
1iterature is printed in cne country of the Fres World for transmission

target audimeces in other Free World areas, in order to hide its

lom mgina v

An incident vhich is belfeved to be an exarmple of Soviet use of
the hidden-authership techninue gocurred about two years ago, when
2 book (in paveral volumes) designed to show the compatibility of
Communiem and Islam was published in Deirut and subsequently
reprinted 4n Irag. The book was well written and was cbviously
based upon serious scholarly lgg. It elicited & good deal of
interest <« snd suprise .. in Shiits cirales in Beirut because iis
estensible suthor vas a Lobanese Christian who until the book appeared
bad shown no wrooenaity toward scholarship, but was eoneidered by
peonle vho kmew him as & playboy sho happenod also to be a o
Communist sympathizer, The elleged author personally paid the publishing -
costs of the book and acted as its distributor for Lebanom, apparcntly
in order to increase sales by eliwinating any middleman and thereby
giving the retallera the middlewan's profit, The real origin of
the manuscript has never been definitely established, but in view of
its subject matter and the general agreoment thst the individual who
claimed authorship could not possibly hawe written it, it seems
reasonable to assume that the inoident may have been s fairly successful
Soviet proparanda cperation. 3’ R

Other bocks that have given rise to some speculatirn &long the
same linrs are those printed in India unJder the alleged authorship of
R, K, Karanjis of Elitz. The three moet recant works are (a) SLATD:
Security or lonace?, (b) The Dagger of Iarael, (c) Arab Dawn. They
are highly 0us mn Lan y propapanda Tracts, and could
not by any streteh of the imagingtion be described as acholarly works.
Vast rescarch would have bean required, however, to cbiain the many
quotations from chscure scurces which have been skillfully strung
" together to form and £41) out the propagmmda line of the books. It
is difficult to imagine that Kavanjia, wvho 13 an extremely active
individual, would have found time to do & research job of this
magnitode, and in view of his cbvious position as a Soviet Bloc md
AR proparanda sgent, it seoms entirely possible that this may be
another case of use of the hiddenm authership technigue,

-

i
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Thers have becn reports from Southeast Asia, the Middle Raat,

snd Latin America of the use of local publishing firms (such sa

Dar al-Filr in Cairo) as distribution points for locally printed
Bloc prenapands, both attritutable and waettritulable. From the
same sraas have eccme other reports of the use of firms whioch combine
publishing and retaill bookshop facilities under the same manasgenent.
One exmple of this is a bookshop in Scutheast Asia, shich is
described as one of the two larpent distributcrs of Chinese Commmist
material in the country concerned. The bookshop went into the _
publishing businesa in the spring of 1958, when it launched a daily
tablold newsoaper combining the readsr appeal of sanoational scandal
and adventure stories with naws reporting slanted to fit the Chinase
Commamist propacanda lina, The anthor of two scrialized books (both
innocuovs adventure tales) with which the newspaper began its existence
is employed in Hong Eong a3 s soriptwriter for a Commmist-front
~motion pleture mtudie, . '

Another example is the Eg@}an Bockh-use in Cairo which bupan as
a small, dingy hole-in-the-waAll/ #hd has since blossomed into one of tho
wost attractive and well-arranred bocketores in the city, The bockshop
gerves loc~lly as an overt. commercial outlet for all Sino-Soviet Bloe
publications-and maintairs its own publishing house, devoted largely
to pro-Soviet proparanda material., The firm distributes its booka
in various waysj by mail ng coples directly to bockstoreg,or to
individuals in Egypt and other countries who distribute fhe books on 2

cormigsion basis within their owm arsas or ecountries. One report astates

AR that while the publications ef the firm are Vept out of Jordan and

el Lebanon by censorship, "a few copies are mailed to interested parties,

REREE and Egyotian Sravellers carry small amounts." _ .

A Latin Amcrican exsmple is & euhbined art” *bookstors,
-cultural snd hobby center established 4n a Southgalu?m cavital
during tha susmer of 1953, The center has no overt comnection with
- tha lecal Cormmmist Party or any of its front organizations, btut its
list of stockheldern and diresting personnel runs heavily to :
indiviamla vho are Compmunista or have Commmist connections .,

The company conducts an asctive trada in importa of bocks and othix
mrchandiss and their re-axoort to neighbering commiries under its -
. - ovn shipping address., Since Sowviet Hloc propaganda can legally be
imoorted intc the country in which the shop 18 located, but is
= _ ‘fllegal in nodghboring countries, 1t i3 believed that the shop is
< scting &8 a re-mailing poirt for such material in order to aveid {ts
mnrimtien by the oncatal svtheyities of the nelghboring countries,

Cther Sino-Seviet aubvereive efforts in ecnnection with use of
non-5loe book, publishing end or ntine firws include such cases ss
{a) that of tha USSH Corveraial Cownasllor 3y sp Afvi-on eeuntsy o

&ﬁ‘!“r‘&nﬂd WAh a4 Incs! Dot deplew b Mpplyie et rry ot S SN ,d,,
Joviet bosks and ser w4 temewend Boenngh theSd piemasis sonch
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"in arder to spesd up delivery,® and (b) the offer of the Press Attache.
of tho Soviet Bsbassy in am African country to pay all the salaries of
the employees of a local printing plant in returst for the firm‘s
agreerent to print "anything the Soviet Embassy wished vhen ths

Embassy 8a Jdeaired.”

One case of en unsuccessful Soviet effor: to mevondt publication
of a non-Bloe book oceurred during the summer of 1958, when the Firat
Sacretnry of the Soviot Erbamsy in mn Asim country asked z well-known
1ocal author to visis him at the Embassy. The author did so, whercupen
the First Secretary asked him not to publish a book he had Just writien,
wvhich ran counter to Soviet propapanda interests in the area. In ordexr to
peke the idea attractive to the witcr, tho First Secretary offered %o
oyork out & deal with the lccal Comsnist Party® to pay him for the
full press mm in lieu of publication. The role the Cormmmist Party
wag to play remained unclear, sincoe the First Secretary assured the
writer that he could have the full payment ready, in eash, within
twenty-four hours. : ’ '

YV, EXPTOITATICN OF CLSIDESTINELY CCNTROLLED PRISS ASSETS,

The subsidies to newspapers and periodicals discussed in
Paragravh IIX., 1., 8. abgve are froquently -- perhaps usually -- given
29 A mnans of insuring publiecation of owvert, attriutable propagmd:z
paterial issued by the Sino-Soviet Hloc gowvernmon TASS and NCNA
releasres, special supnlements, ete,). Seattered in various couniries
throughout the world, however, gre s mumber of publications, usually
having little or no roccgnizable orgenizational commection with local .
Comuniat Farties or Communist front organizations,which function as
congistent purveyora of *black" or wmnattridutable propaganda and -
wiginformation iters of various kinds, inecluding propaganda forgerics.,
Publications falling within this Pblack propaganda® categery scem to
ba of two kinda:

1. Publications used primarily as propasands vehicles,

m, Dlitz, woekly, published in Bombay, India; directed
by R, K. Karanjia. In 1947 Laranjiastated that he had once
been a CP mewbar, tat had left the Party. He has since denied

e - ever having been a momber. Ife has consistently used Blits,

Sl howcwor, a8 a vehicle for pro-Soviet (and, since 1955,

e pro-liasaer) propaganda, Blitw follewed a policy of ignoring
the local Communist Pardy or monticning 1% only with a midly
disspproving attitude, wtil wid-1957, wtien the paper begen
moving in the direcotion of approvel of Indisn CP sctiona.

In the summsr of 1958, Karanjia made h:is firet step toward
offioial identification with Cosemunist-sponsored orgmizaticns
when ha attended 1he “orld Pesce Council meeting in Stockholn
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| was elected to mtmborship in the licedd Pease Counoll.
50n the retrn  Journgy to India, he stopped in londm,
Parls, and Cadro (where hs conduoted 2 uidelynwblim
-i4ntarylevw with UAR Preeident Naseer), In addition fo a
pall wtaff of correspondents (seversl of whop are active
rs of the Indisn CP) in varicus parts of India, Blits
& string of forcigncorrespondents Seversl o
:gb-« ;l'ge:l@ correspondents are individuals, “such as London
orvespondent Paula Wiking, who have long records as
gmnists, Others, such as Eslanda Robeson (wife of the
rican singer Paul Robeson), are simultaneously employed
ir oun sountriss as writers tcn- Soviet publications,

La Patxie onall periodical published in Banglmk,
trie has no official commwation with the Thailand CP,
a consistent charmel for Soviet Dloc propagada ot

“sensational, hate-mongering type, including the
,NP1°*- charges and manda forgérialg

B, Al-Haaaa of Beirut. As of late summer 1558, this

' Tlawed, clandestinely cirezlated newspaper,
. ,,nporum maintaining close ties with the pro-Soviet
cah'o newspaper of the eame name, Its content runs heavily
o releases from TASS and other Soviet bloc news apencies,

% distinguished itself during the s aﬁmer of 1958

: “acting a» surfacing point for a propsgata forgery knoin
the "Jobn H® letter, vhich was prosptly bicked up for
ider propapanda relay by the off:lcul press and radio modisa
) USSR amd Communist Chins,

ﬁt could be extended to include every area and many of the
countries of tho Free World, Like the operaticnal-cover nowspapers
discu#sed below, most of the newspapers conccrned are of small
eircnlaﬁ.ou. In the cage of several of them, there is evidence of a
cur:lons  interwoven pattern of personal eantacts which suggests that

publications concarned way in fact bo a part of & single
btarnaﬁmuy directed or internationelly cocrdinated propaganda,
misin&mtm, and polities] acticn complex.

tion to their uss for rtutina publication of pm-m.oc
muh,“" cluding the continual stream of eharges of plots,
ageression Plans and o forth vhich are @ staple item therein, it is
almest inva:dably papers of this tyne that arc used as the non e
surfaging ‘and replay points for propagands forgeries, Thers has _
been a propressive increase in use of fargsry as a propaganda weapon

- during the past twn years, The surfacing end overt ralay of thase
propagenda forgeries were handled, for the most part, by official
cnmmist-moa and UAR press media and the offiedal and clsndestino

R W b
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radios of the Soviet filoc ad UAR, The emly other ovort surfacing
md relay points that camé to our attentim during the period
concarned wers:

Blitz, Indis ¢

The Mirror, Burma

La Patrie, published in Bangkok

Bintang Timur, Indonesia

Berita Mingeu, Indonesia

The Delhi Times, New Delhi

- Antara, Indonesian nows agen

- 8o far as known, the incident in which was involved wvus ons
of the rare cases in which a reputable publicaiion or news 'agency picka
up in good faith a forgery which e Bloo propapanda apent has mamaped,
dirvectly or indireetly, to convey to it as an authentic news item.
The other publications on the list, howsver, are without exception
newspapers of the type discussed jusi. above,

It should be noted, in comnection with propaganda forgeries, that
distribution is not effected through overt channels alone, In addition
to the overt distribution which is rade, there have boon several - .
instances in the past two years of z:imﬂ‘.ar foergeries which wers not
published, but were transmitied as "confidehtial information® to the
Foreign Ministries and, in sorme cescs, to0 tho heads of the govermments
of Free Vorld countiries, In other sases, surfacing and relay through
overt media has been supplemented by relay of the samo material,
unchenred or in slightly modified firm, 4nto Free Torld intelligence
channels in the guise of "clandestine intelligencs reports,” and Wy
hransmiusiog, of copies of the forged letters to various diplomatic (
wigsions bg jgﬁ:‘-noe diplomatic reprosentstives,

2. Publications used as cower for po 1itical action operations,

The publications of this type which have so far come to
our attention have had two commar characteristicss (a) Esch
uses & consistent pro-Bloc slant and {b) each has & circulation
80 low a8 to remove any possibility of its effective use as a
medium of mass propagmda {or evan, in sonme cases, any
possibility of its use as a memns of finencial supnort for
its pereonasl) -7 T - _ B

One example is a "ecamouflapnd-Cormmmist® newspaper which
is published bipweekly in one of the West European countries
. bordering on the Soviet Bloc, The publicaticn is supported
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by finds ite staff members oollect on perscnal trips to
the neighboring Hloc comntry, Direstion/by the Hloe
country is complets, extending even to reading of galley
prools before yublication of esch igsue, Ths newsvaper
i8 occasionally used for publication of specisl oropaganda
editions running a3 high as $0,000 copies, dut its norwmal
circulation is so suall that its wropapands value is
almost nil, The publicati-n is used, however, as g rallying
point in drawing together and guliding the propaganda of
various small, non-Commmunist, politieal, theological and
pacifist crganirations in the area,

- A more ambitious operation, in another Europesn
country, is handlied by & covert team of local agents who
paintain clandestine c-ntact with the Sovict Frbassy,
The apent team consists of: . '

" A professional political-astion nt whose
ovart contacts are ved entir a-
nationalist political and indusirial groups of the
Right and whof¥ receives mch &f not all of his
£ ia]l support from industridlists of the
unitrastonservative, ulty tiomalist Right, His
political missicn eonsists primarily in acting as
chairzman of a privately organimed, covertly mun
comrities of parliament members and industrialists
end, on behalf of the committes, directing the
day-to-day maneuvars of his group on the floor of
parliament and in the parliamentsry eommittees,
His cover for this activity is his position as a
professional journalist engaged in rumning a small
confidential newsletter cdtvoted to eeconomic and
-industrial affairs. The members of his committes
and his "normal® outside contacts regard him solely

- a8 the arent of the conservative industrialist
group menticned above, They sre wpawere that he
. 18 in fact co-chalyman rather than sole chairman
of the committee, working in covert howr-to-hour
ocontact with a shcnt pn'tnor;/

Ths silent tner is the director and cwer .
of g Small weai% newspaper which is frankly a
vehicle for ultranationslist propaganda of the :

pro-Soviet variety, The paper has no comnsction
¥ith the local Commmist Party er front groups,
and its staff {s an odd mixture of down-at-the-heel
apolitical journalists, pro-Commnists, and
menbers of extreme-right mroups whe $n scwe cases
write for this publication under one pen name and
for s local fascist newspeper guder snother,

- /ﬂ :
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Asicas from its proparanda content, the papar is
© badly written and 1tz clreulation figure is very
1 low., Ity dircctor uses his status as a professicnal
Journalist a3 a mesns of entyee in political, press
and diplomatic circles, and has developed a widse
circle of zontucts which he uses in:

{a) Verbal wromotion of rumsor and personal-
libei campaipra witich are gearsd to promotion
of Sovie? propaganda needs of the moment,

{b) Picking up libelous gossip vhich is then
wrkad into "intelligence reports" and submitied
(throuph a mewber of his newspaper staff who
ro80a a3 an Informant on the cetivities of the
newepaper and its direetor) to the police
zarvices of his own country and locally
stationed ropregentatives of foreign intelli-
gencs serviced, (This is a partdcularly
ingenious operation, since in soveral cases
the 3ame materdal hay been fod into the
crivarsaripght groups to which otlier mexbera

of his staff have accosa, to reappear in nolice
and inteiligencz charmels &8 apparently
indapandent confirmation from "anti.Communist™
crganizations of the far righto)

Cet (e} Throush intenpive mlt:lva.t:lon of diplematic

> gord, a0es, he haa at vimes been able to obtain
Cingsitied information concerning diplomatic
negotiaticns of his own ecountry, and to publish
the asterial in him newspaper at a moma=ni chesgsen
4o eanze o maximum of erbarrasseant to hia
JOVEITITENG A
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